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I’d like to start off my first sermon here with a question.  And not a rhetorical one either, 

I’m looking for actual, verbal responses.  Now I know this could be dangerous, and risky, and it 

could potentially backfire, but I’m a brand new pastor, this is how we learn, right?  The question 

is this: What are some things that relationships and buildings have in common?  On the surface, 

it might not seem like much, but the more we think about it the more similarities we find don’t 

we?  In the Scripture we’re examining this morning, the apostle Paul draws on three of those 

similarities to make his point.  The first is that both buildings and relationships need a solid 

foundation upon which to be built in order to withstand the tests of time.  The second is that they 

need to be carefully formed in order to perform to their fullest capacity.  And finally, they need a 

purpose or function, a reason even to be constructed in the first place. 

As we start this new chapter in Shepherd of the Hills’ history and begin doing ministry 

together here in Winchester and the surrounding area, I think it’s fitting that we begin by taking a 

look at our Church building.  Not the physical building we’re sitting in, it’s new, it’s beautiful, 

and we call it a church but in the end, this structure is not all that important.  What is important, 

and what I’m suggesting we take a look at is our capital “c” Church building, our relationship 

building.  The relationships we’re forming with each other, and above all, the relationship we’re 

building with God.  We’ll look at their foundation, we’ll look at their formation, and finally we’ll 

look at their function. 

We’ll pick up our text in the middle of today’s epistle lesson at Ephesians 2:19: 

Consequently, Paul says, you are no longer foreigners and strangers, but fellow citizens 

with God’s people and also members of His household.  If we’re going to start with the word 

“consequently” we better back up a bit to see what these consequences are based on. 

Paul is writing to the young Christian church in Ephesus.  Ephesus was a city in Asia 

Minor, or modern day Turkey.  It wasn’t part of Israel; it was a Gentile city.  The relationship 

between the Jewish-born and Gentile-born Christians at the time wasn’t very good.  They had 

some differences that kept them from seeing eye to eye.   

Maybe you can identify with the early Christians.  Have you ever met somebody in the 

church that you didn’t really like?  Someone who you didn’t always see eye to eye with?  

Usually those feelings come about as a result of petty differences, some of them may be cultural 

differences like the Jews and the Gentiles had.  One of the main focuses of this letter to the 

Ephesians is to point Christians past those differences to the unity that we all have as believers.  

Paul points out in the opening verses of this letter that when it comes to the big ticket items, 

we’re really all the same.   

For starters, we were all, by nature, dead in our sins; we were helpless, useless, and as 

incapable of saving ourselves from the damnation we deserved for our sins as that dead 

grasshopper in the jar.  We were children of Satan.  That’s a hard pill to swallow isn’t it?  But 

that is what we were, children of the devil at war with God and against His people.  That was our 



relationship with God, He was a stranger to us, He was dead to us!  But we were not dead to 

Him.  Because of His great love for us, God in His mercy made us alive with Christ, even when 

we were dead in our sins.  He saved us when we couldn’t save ourselves.  God gave us, you the 

congregation of Shepherd of the Hills and me Pastor Paul Krueger, a new relationship.  

Consequently, Paul says, because of that new relationship that God has given you by grace, 

through faith in Jesus Christ, you are no longer foreigners and strangers, but fellow citizens 

with the saints, with God’s people and you have become His children, you are members of 

God’s household.   

That’s possible, Paul goes on to say, because you have been built on the foundation of 

the apostles and the prophets with Christ Jesus Himself as the chief cornerstone.  This new 

relationship with God our Father, and with our brothers and sisters in Christ, this new 

relationship that is God’s building, the Church, is built on the foundation of the Word of God as 

it was written down by His prophets and apostles. 

Once again, look at who is doing the action here.  Paul doesn’t say that this new 

relationship is yours, because you are building on God’s Word, he says it is because you have 

been built on God’s Word.  Remember, we were dead, we couldn’t build anything.  But God 

placed His Word in your heart at your baptism and through Christians around you sharing that 

gospel message and He has built upon that foundation your entire lives, the Holy Spirit 

strengthening and increasing your faith every time you read and hear His Word. 

That foundation is as good as it gets.  Just as you might be comforted knowing that the 

foundation of the building you are in goes deep down into the bed rock, we can take great 

confidence in knowing that the foundation of our relationship with God is His Word.  Because 

far greater than our own, imperfect reason or intellect, far beyond the changing traditions and 

philosophies of men, God’s Word is a rock.  It is unchanging and uncompromisable.  It is, has 

been, and will remain the one and only absolute truth in this world that has been otherwise 

corrupted by sin. 

As members of God’s building, the Church, that means that whatever God says in His 

Word to be right and true we will hold to as truth even if the entire world should declare it to be 

false.  And whatever the Bible says to be wrong or in error, we will hold as such even if all the 

rest of humanity should tolerate it or praise it or claim that it is good and right.  God’s Word is 

our foundation and God’s Word alone serves as our guide for every decision that we make. 

The cornerstone of that foundation, the vein that courses through all the writings of the 

prophets and apostles, is Jesus.  The sweet message of the Gospel, that Christ our Savior lived a 

perfect life as our substitute and then poured out His blood for us on the cross, bringing us full 

forgiveness of sins and the sure hope of everlasting life is the rule by which everything else is to 

be measured.  If anyone says or teaches anything that compromises or contradicts that pure 

Gospel message, it is not true, and it has no place in the foundation of God’s Church. 

A building is more than a foundation though, right?  God has planted us in His Word.  

Our foundation is secure.  So now, where do we go from there?  Verse 21 continues: In Christ 

the whole building is joined together and rises to become a holy temple in the Lord. 

Equally as important as the foundation is the rest of a building’s formation.  A strong 

foundation won’t mean much if the rest of the work is sloppy.  It needs to be constructed well, 

and it needs to grow up from the foundation.  The two verbs in this verse are by no means 



mutually exclusive.  Just as a single brick or stone cannot be built up into an impressive building, 

Christians are not able to rise up, to grow into spiritual temples all by themselves.  In both cases, 

they need to be fitted together with other stones or other Christians in order to grow and reach 

their full potential. 

Now, today we have die cut stones; factory made, perfectly rectangular bricks; and 

another two thousand years of science factored into our mortar.  When Paul wrote this letter, 

things weren’t as simple.  The stone masons had their work cut out for them.  They had to be 

incredibly skillful and take great care to find pieces that would complement each other and fit 

together so that the entire structure wouldn’t come crumbling down.  Sometimes, that meant 

grinding down or smoothing away parts of the stones until they fit together. 

As God builds His building, the Church, you can bet He takes even more care in fitting 

the pieces together than the stone masons of Paul’s day or our modern architects.  At first, we 

might not seem very compatible at all, in fact, we’re more like the island of misfit toys.  But here 

we are gathered together at the foot of the cross.  And that same Word of God which brought us 

here and which serves as our foundation is the tool that God uses to smooth away our rough 

edges and remove our imperfections and point us to the unity we have in our Savior Jesus Christ. 

As we grow together in Jesus, we will able to reach great heights and accomplish 

spectacular things here at Shepherd of the Hills.  Like little pieces of a puzzle, we’ll find that one 

person’s strength perfectly complements another person’s weakness and their strengths in turn 

will complement other weaknesses.  Together, with Jesus as the glue, the mortar that holds us 

together we will do great things and we will grow.  

And that brings us to our final verse, Ephesians 2:22: In Christ, you are being built 

together to become a dwelling in which God lives by his Spirit.  The function of the Church, 

the purpose of Shepherd of the Hills, is to be God’s temple, His dwelling place on earth.  You, 

Paul stresses, you Ephesians, you Virginians, West Virginians, Marylanders, whoever you are, 

you who were once dead in sin, incapable of saving even yourselves, are now being built 

together to form God’s dwelling place on earth.  His base of operations through which and 

through whom He will reach out into this community and into the world.   

What an incredible blessing that is for us to hold, and what a tremendous responsibility.  

We are God’s holy people, His children, built up on the foundation of His Word, formed together 

by the unifying salvation of His Son, for the purpose of glorifying His Name and spreading His 

kingdom in this world. 

It’s my prayer, brothers and sisters, that in our time together here at Shepherd of the Hills 

we will continue delving deeper and deeper into the foundation of that Word, and that we will 

continue growing closer and closer to God and to each other, studying His Word and sharing in 

the blessings He promises within it.  And as that happens, God will be with us.  And our church 

will grow, both internally and externally as God uses us, His holy temple, as His dwelling place.  

To Him be the glory forever. 

Amen. 


